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A Closer Look at Records - Livestock Project Insert 

A Closer Look at Alaska 4-H - Livestock Project Insert is a guide to assist 4-H members in completing the 
Alaska State 4-H Livestock Project Insert.  

Recordkeeping is a skill necessary throughout life. Good recordkeeping practices can save a person time, 
money and even stress. 

Begin with the Livestock Project Insert at the time you start your project work. It’s important to write your 
goals before you commence — what you want to learn, or do in your project. These goals will give you and 
your 4-H leader an idea of where to start. You should have a Livestock Project Insert for each 4-H project 
completed. 
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4-H LIVESTOCK PROJECT INSERT: Page 1 
Use the Livestock Project Insert for livestock related 
projects. Complete page 1 at the beginning of the 
project. 

Name of Project 
For each project you are enrolled in, you will need a 
separate Livestock Project Insert. At the top of each 
one, write the name of project that insert is for. An 
example would be: “Finished Beef.” If you have an-
other project, an example on a separate insert would 
be: “Market Turkey.”

Name of Member
Write your name. 

Years in This Project 
How many years have you taken this particular proj-
ect? If it is your first year, put one; second year, two; 
and so on. 

Years in 4-H 
How many years have you been enrolled in 4-H? 
How many years have you accumulated as a 4-H 
member? If you took a year or two off, that’s OK. 
Write the number of years accumulated. (This num-

ber should agree with “Year in 4-H” on your 4-H 
Member Enrollment Form.) 

INSTRUCTIONS: Page 2
General information on record book completion.

PROJECT COMMITMENT: Page 3
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project meetings, assisting in learning a skill or help-
ing figure the cost of the project. They will then sign 
and date it. The purpose of this page is to make you 
think about what you really want to accomplish in 
this project, how you will do it and with what kind 
of help. With it written down and signed, you have 
made a contract with yourself about what you plan 
to achieve in this project. 
For some of you, your project leader may be your 
parent(s)/guardian, so this section and the next may 
be the same. The leader needs to write what he/she 
is willing to help you do. For example, “I will hold 
project meetings to teach about raising and showing 
swine.” The leader needs to sign and date it.

EXPENSE JOURNAL: Page 4
The “Supplies Record” is where you will write a de-
scription of non-feed supplies purchased. The “Feed 
Purchase Record” is where you will write a descrip-
tion of feed types and amounts purchased, including 
mineral supplements. An example would be: the date 
of purchase, the brand/manufacture’s name with 

the description of the feed or supplement (example: 
Brand Name, Swine Concentrate 40% Protein, 50 
lbs.), and the purchase cost. Be sure to total the costs 
at the bottom of the page.

ANIMAL WEIGHT RECORD: Page 5
The purpose of the “Tanana District 4-H/FFA Ani-
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Date
Write down the month, day and year of when you 
weigh your project animal(s).

Method Used: Weight Tape, Scale Type, Other
Describe the method used to weigh your project 
animal(s).

Weight Description: Birth, Purchase/Start, Official 
Fair. End of Project, Other
Write a description to explain why you weighed your 
project animal. Examples could be: “Project Weight 
at possession,” “Project Weight Check,” or “Official 
4-H Market Weigh In.”
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Alaska 4-H Record Book Scoring Rubric: 
Use the following scoring rubric to help fill out the record book. This document will help you to know what 
is required of you depending on your age to receive a 100% on your record book when scored. 
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