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SOM Retains Prestigious Accreditation                                              bbyy  MMaarrmmiiaann  GGrriim

. "We are 
committed to giving back to those institutions that support our state's economy and strengthen 
our workforce with top-quality graduates."  

A scholarship program in UAF's School of Management will receive $25,000 annually to support Alaska 
Native students pursuing master's degrees in business administration. This is the first scholarship 
specifically for MBA students in the business school.  

"Today's sophisticated business world calls more and more for advanced deg6.46y8 17es," said Laua 
Milney8 1, formey8 1 direct8 1or of the MBA program. "Full-ri8 1de scholarships allow students to fully 
maximize learning opportunities because they're focused on their course work--a luxury not 
available for many students."  

Many thanks to Dr. Laura Milner and Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. for this fundraising on behalf of SOM and our students.   

 
 

http://www.uafsom.com/
http://www.uaf.edu/som%20%20(907)
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Congratulations 

2007 
School of 

Management 
Graduates! 

 
 

Baccalaureate Degrees 

Lacey D. Adcock 
B.B.A., Marketing 

Doris Lynn Amigliore 
cum laude, B.B.A., 
Accounting 

Joan Theresa Arnold 
B.B.A., Management and 
Organizations 

Mark Arnold 
B.B.A., Accounting 
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Michelle Kelly  
magna cum laude, B.B.A., 
Accounting; Economics 
&Beta Gamma Sigma  
 
Fan (Emily) Lan  
magna cum laude, B.B.A., 
Accounting 
&Beta Gamma Sigma  
 
Natasha Lee Larry  
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Jack Shuttleworth* 
B.B.A., General Business 

Jacqueline Ruth Smith 
B.B.A., Management and 
Organizations. Student 
Leadership Honors 

Tobias Stoeber  
summa cum laude, B.B.A., 
Accounting. Student 
Leadership Honors. Golden 
Key Honor Society 
&Beta Gamma Sigma  
 
Johanna Irina Turunen  

2007 BGS 
Inductees 

 

Junior 
Andrew M. Fritz 
Ryan J. Muspratt 

 

Senior 
Leslie K. Coffey 

Randy S. Griffith, Jr. 
Michelle Sullivan Kelly 

Emily (Fan) Lan 
Natasha Lee Larry 

Johanna Irina Turunen 
Lilian (Liling) Zhu 

 

MBA 
Hongxian Zhang 

Provost Paul Reichardt 
and Liling Zhu 

Hongxian Zhang, Lilian Zhu, Leslie Coffey, Natasha Larry, 
Michelle Kelly, Ryan Muspratt

Happy Retirement Provost 

Paul Reichardt! 

We appreciate all you have done for the University and the School of Management This year’s ceremon

yinducted ten School of Management students into Beta Gamma Sigma. It was hosted in Dr. David Porter’s home, with Interim Dean, Mark Herrmann and previous BGS 
alumni attending. Special guest Provost Paul Reichardt addressed the new inductees. 

cum laude, B.B.A., Marketing &Beta Gamma Sigma  Toby Valkenburg B.B.A., Economics Courtney L. Vermilyea B.B.A., Accounting Roger John Dickinson Watkins B.B.A., Finance Sherry Woods B.B.A., Accounting Jennifer J. Youngberg cum laude, B.B.A., Management and Organizations Elizabeth Betsy Yunker B.B.A., General Business Xiaolin Zhang B.B.A., Accounting Lilian (Liling) Zhu  

Faculty News 

Flint Hills Experimental Economics Lab and Research Projects Underway 

An update from Dr. Doug Reynolds on his research project ‘Assessing Ri
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Master's Degrees 

Joshua T. Adams 
M.B.A., Capital Markets. 
B.A., University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, 2004 

Brittany Nicole Bryan** 
M.B.A., General 
Management. B.S., Western 
Oregon University, 2005 

Kimberly A. Burgess-Vrabec 
M.B.A., General 
Management. B.A. 
University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, 1993 

Adiella M. Callahan 
M.B.A., General 
Management. B.A., 
University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, 2002 

Career Connections 
Here are a few of the businesses our 2007 School of Management graduates will be kicking off 
their careers with… 
In Alaska: Arctic Slope Regional Corp; Bourne Contracting; First Alaskans Institute; KPMG, LLP; Primerica; 
Social Security; Tanana Chiefs Conference; UAF; Walsh Kelliher & Sharp, CPA's; Wells Fargo Bank. 
Out of State: Crestline Investors, Inc., Fort Worth, TX; Ernst & Young, Portland, OR; GE Asset Management-
Internship, Stanford, CA. 
 
Graduate thesis reviews from two of our 2007 M.S. in Resource and Applied Economics 
Graduate Students and what they’ll be doing now: 
• In April Charles K. Ermer presented his dissertation "A Cost Benefit Analysis of an Alaska Natural 
Gas Pipeline Project with a Termination in Anchorage versus Valdez."  He explains, “Using CBA, I 
determined that a pipeline project terminating in Anchorage would cost less, earn greater revenue for 
the state and natural gas producers, and offer the state more flexibility for in-state use of natural gas in 
the south-central region in the future, than a similar project terminating in Valdez. It would also lessen 
the risks of construction delays and disruption of the pipeline due to natural disaster.” 
  He is now an Economist for Information Insights, Inc., a consulting and facilitation company based in 
Fairbanks, Alaska.  
•  Abby Holzinger grew up in Sturgeon Bay, WI. “During my undergraduate years at the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison, WI, I had an opportunity to study abroad on Semester at Sea.  I spent a 15-week 
semester living on a cruise ship and visiting nine foreign countries, including Cuba, Brazil, South Africa, 
Mauritius, India, Singapore, Vietnam, China, and Japan.  It was the experience of a lifetime.  I learned 
about cultures that I didn’t even knew existed, saw sights that I would have never seen otherwise, and 
overcame some illnesses that I hope to never experience again.  In addition, I came home seeing the 
earth and environment very differently than when I had left.  

  After I earned my Bachelor’s degree in Statistics, I served as an AmeriCorps member in the Southeast 
U.S for ten months. Next, I spent nine months as an Analytical Intern at a market research company in 
Madison, WI.  It was during this time that I learned about the Resource and 
Applied Economics program at UAF.  It seemed the perfect opportunity to 
use my Statistics degree in an area somewhat related to environmental issues.  
I was also very interested in exploring Alaska for a few years.     

Charles Kyle Ermer 
M.S., Resource and Applied 
Economics. B.S., Lebanon 
Valley College 
(Pennsylvania), 2003 

  Since May 2006, I have been a research assistant for Dr. Mark Herrmann and 
have just completed my thesis “An Econometric Analysis of the Global 
Salmon Market Prices and their Implications for the Alaska Wild Salmon 
Industry”, funded by the Alaska Sea Grant College Program.  It has been a 
great project highlighted by a trip to Mexico to present my thesis at the North American Association of 
Fisheries Economists Expo.   

Jane M. Gibson 
M.B.A., General 
Management. B.S., 
University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, 1997 

Abby C. Holzinger 
M.S., Resource and Applied 
Economics. B.S., University 
of Wisconsin - Madison, 
2003 

Songzhen Lang** 
M.B.A., Capital Markets. 
B.S., Wuhan University 
(China), 1985 

  Now I would like to thank the School of Management and all they have done for me, because it is time 
to enter the job market again and I feel confident that I have the skills to do so.  I will be getting married 
in August of this year to my boyfriend, Troy, who surprised me by moving up here shortly after I did.  
We will be living in Madison, WI and I will be working for a Natural Gas and Electric company as an 
Energy Forecast Analyst.  Our time in Alaska has been too short for sure, but the experiences we have 
had and the people we have met will stay with us far into the future.”     
 
Career  Moves by our Alumni 
• Anita O'Brien (2005 ~ Finance) is currently living in Las Vegas, Nevada, and has accepted a 

position as an Examiner with the State of Nevada's Financial Institutions Division within the Business 
and Industry Department. Their web address is : http://fid.state.nv.us/”   

• Bart LeBon (1975 ~ Management & Marketing) has been a Fairbanks banker since graduation; his 

http://fid.state.nv.us/


franchise in Littleton, Colorado in April of this year.  Expetec of South Denver will provide IT services 
to small and medium sized businesses in the Denver area.  
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Yavor B. Markov 
M.B.A., General 
Management. B.S., 
Technical University Sofia 
(Bulgaria), 2004 

  IT services are delivered by independently-owned Expetec franchise organizations across the U.S. 
and Canada. Each franchisee serves as a virtual IT department for primarily small-to mid-sized 
businesses. www.expetec.com. 

• Alice Crow (1991 ~ Management) has joined TGC- The Growth Company, Alaska’s leading 
Management Training and Consulting firm as a Senior Associate.  
  Ms. Crow, SPHR, MBA, comes to TGC with over twenty years private and public sector human 
resources and management experience in urban and remote Alaskan settings.  Her expertise 
includes executive/management/employee consultation, policy development, front line service and 
end-user training strategies.  She is well-grounded in leadership, team building, and organizational 
development and change.  Alice provides a comprehensive range of human resources on-call 
services; employee and supervisor/management training; facilitation, coaching, custom consulting 
and organizational development services. 

Christina Seman 
M.B.A., General 
Management. B.A., Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, 1996 

Reuben J. Sherwood 
M.S., Resource and Applied 

http://www.uaf.edu/commencement/2007/degree/som.html
http://www.uaf.edu/commencement/2007/degree/som.html
http://www.uaf.edu/commencement/2007/degree/som.html
http://www.expetec.com/
http://www.thegrowthcompany.com/
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